
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES12372 October 1, 2007 
time and their efforts on this legisla-
tion. 

I want to mention two of the mem-
bers of our staff who lead our staff and 
one woman who has served on our com-
mittee staff for the past 19 years. 

To Rick DeBobes, our committee 
staff director, he serves us so bril-
liantly and well and so unselfishly 24/7. 
He is within earshot, so I will not em-
barrass him and have him blush other 
than to say he is so totally indispen-
sable not just to me but to the Senate 
and all of the staff that work so well 
with him. Our gratitude. 

To Senator MCCAIN’s new Republican 
staff director, Mike Kostiw, his leader-
ship is so effective that it is quite dif-
ficult to believe this is Mike’s first 
year. 

To Cindy Pearson, our assistant chief 
clerk and security manager, a special 
word of thanks and encouragement. 
Cindy has been serving the committee 
for the last 19 years. She is the con-
summate professional in every aspect 
of her work. She is away from us right 
now as she undergoes treatment for 
breast cancer. We want her to know 
she is ever present in our thoughts and 
in our prayers. We all look forward to 
welcoming Cindy Pearson back to the 
committee family soon. 

So Rick’s and Mike’s and all the 
other committee staff members’ long 
and hard work and personal sacrifices, 
day in and day out, to get this bill en-
acted again this year paid off. They are 
the backbone of the Senate. They and 
other people who work for us in this 
Senate make it possible to turn our 
ideas into policies and into legislation. 

I thank them all. I know I thank 
them for their expertise and their dedi-
cation on behalf of all the members of 
the committee. They brought us again 
through to the point of conference with 
the House. We are hopeful to bring 
back promptly a conference report. But 
in the meantime, thanks to them, their 
professionalism, and their hard work. 
We are where we are at. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that a list of the entire Armed 
Services Committee staff be printed in 
the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE STAFF 
Richard D. DeBobes, Staff Director; Mi-

chael V. Kostiw, Republican Staff Director; 
June M. Borawski, Printing and Documents 
Clerk; Leah C. Brewer, Nominations and 
Hearings Clerk; Joseph M. Bryan, Profes-
sional Staff Member; William M. Caniano, 
Professional Staff Member; Pablo E. 
Carrillo, Minority Investigative Counsel; 
Jonathan D. Clark, Counsel; Ilona R. Cohen, 
Counsel; David G. Collins, Research Assist-
ant; Fletcher L. Cork, Staff Assistant; Chris-
tine E. Cowart, Chief Clerk; Daniel J. Cox, 
Jr., Professional Staff Member; Madelyn R. 
Creedon, Counsel; Kevin A. Cronin, Staff As-
sistant; Marie F. Dickinson, Administrative 
Assistant for the Minority; Gabriella Eisen, 
Counsel; Evelyn N. Farkas, Professional 
Staff Member; Richard W. Fieldhouse, Pro-
fessional Staff Member; Creighton Greene, 
Professional Staff Member. 

Gary J. Howard, Systems Administrator; 
Paul C. Hutton, IV, Research Assistant; 
Mark R. Jacobson, Professional Staff Mem-
ber; Gregory T. Kiley, Professional Staff 
Member; Jessica L. Kingston, Staff Assist-
ant; Michael J. Kuiken, Professional Staff 
Member; Gerald J. Leeling, Counsel; Peter K. 
Levine, General Counsel; Derek J. Maurer, 
Minority Counsel; Thomas K. McConnell, 
Professional Staff Member; Michael J. 
McCord, Professional Staff Member; William 
G.P. Monahan, Counsel; David M. Morriss, 
Minority Counsel; Lucian L. Niemeyer, Pro-
fessional Staff Member; Michael J. Noblet, 
Research Assistant; Bryan D. Parker, Minor-
ity Investigative Counsel; Christopher J. 
Paul, Professional Staff Member; Cindy 
Pearson, Assistant Chief Clerk and Security 
Manager; John H. Quirk V, Security Clerk; 
Benjamin L. Rubin, Staff Assistant. 

Lynn F. Rusten, Professional Staff Mem-
ber; Brian F. Sebold, Staff Assistant; Arun 
A. Seraphin, Professional Staff Member; 
Travis E. Smith, Special Assistant; Robert 
M. Soofer, Professional Staff Member; Sean 
G. Stackley, Professional Staff Member; Wil-
liam K. Sutey, Professional Staff Member; 
Kristine L. Svinicki, Professional Staff 
Member; Diana G. Tabler, Professional Staff 
Member; Mary Louise Wagner, Professional 
Staff Member; Richard F. Walsh, Minority 
Counsel; Breon N. Wells, Receptionist; Dana 
W. White, Professional Staff Member. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I yield the 
floor. I see my dear friend Senator 
WARNER is here. Again, I cannot say 
too often what it means to have as a 
partner JOHN WARNER of Virginia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I very 
much value the friendship and the 
working relationship we have had to-
gether. It would be interesting if some-
body wanted to try to look at records. 
I suppose since this is our 29th bill we 
have worked on, that might be a bit of 
a record. But I think also both of us 
have been chairman three times. That 
might be a bit of a record too. 

But I say to the Senator from Michi-
gan, I give you a most sincere and 
warm congratulations for your achiev-
ing this bill. This is the 19th day the 
bill was on the floor, and our good 
friend, the ranking member, was on the 
floor many of those days. He has called 
in each day to our distinguished chief 
of staff, Mike Kostiw, and has talked 
with me and other members of the 
staff. So he is very much hands on. 

But I think we probably got through 
with a little less contention this time 
than in years past. I think that reflects 
a lot of credit on the distinguished 
chairman and the distinguished rank-
ing member and the wonderful staff 
and very active membership by each 
and every one of the, as you say, 25 
members of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

We work well together as a team. 
People are very proud to be on this 
committee. They believe they are serv-
ing a most noble cause; that is, the 
men and women of the Armed Forces, 
and their families, who tonight are on 
two battlefronts and, indeed, in many 
other places of personal danger 
throughout the world, for the sole pur-
pose of guarding freedom and, most im-

portantly, the freedom we have here at 
home. 

So I thank the chairman. I thank all 
who made it possible, and say, also, 
how well our two staffs worked to-
gether in a bipartisan way to achieve, 
as you say, a consensus on almost 200 
of those amendments. So I think we 
have done our job, I say to the Senator. 
It is at a critical time in the course of 
our country. Again, I wish the men and 
women of the Armed Forces and their 
families only the best. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate insists 
on its amendment and requests a con-
ference with the House on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, my 
chairman has overlooked a minor item. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with each Senator given 10 min-
utes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Ohio. 
f 

COSTA RICA AND TRADE POLICY 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I rise to 
speak in this Chamber about a story 
unfolding right now in Costa Rica. 

This country of 4 million people is 
having a national referendum on Octo-
ber 7—next week—on the Central 
American Free Trade Agreement, the 
trade deal this Congress passed by a 
narrow margin a couple of years ago. 

CAFTA stipulates that the last sig-
natory country must approve the deal 
no later than 2 years after the first sig-
natory country implements the agree-
ment. 

So over the past 2 years, the United 
States, El Salvador, Honduras, Guate-
mala, Nicaragua, and the Dominican 
Republic enacted the NAFTA expan-
sion. 

The Costa Rican people have resisted 
it. 

My colleagues have seen news reports 
this weekend about a massive rally of 
fair traders—people who want trade 
but under different rules—against 
CAFTA in Costa Rica. Some 150,000 
citizens in a country of 4 million people 
spoke out expressing their opposition 
to the agreement—150,000 people—and 
most thought that a conservative esti-
mate. 

The pro-CAFTA government gave up 
efforts to pass CAFTA in the legisla-
ture after continued protest against it, 
including a 2-day general strike last 
October. 

Their is strong opposition to a 
NAFTA-style agreement. In fact, the 
issue of whether to approve CAFTA has 
stirred up such political upheaval that 
the Government chose to go to a public 
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